5th Grade Lesson 19 Prompt and Passages
[bookmark: _GoBack]Inventors are often creative people who invent for many different reasons. Using evidence from the passages, write an essay about why people invent.
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(from Inventor of Plastic, www.harcourtschool.com/storytown)
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(from Inventing the Future by Marfé Ferguson Delano)
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Edison still had an irrepressible urge to experiment. It was.
part of a telegrapher’s job to keep the equipment running, but
that was 00 easily done for him to find it interesting, He couldrit
resist tinkering with the machines to see how he might improve
them. The chemicals used in the batteries that powered the
telegraphs were also foo tempring o pass up, so he conducted
tests with them. Along the way, he leamed a lot about how
batteries and electricity worked. He also sometimes made a
mess of the telegraph office and neglected his paid duties. Not
surprisingly, his bosses frequently suggested that he move on.
“That was fine with Edison. He was eager to see more of the world
and didrit want to settle down in one place for too long. o
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In Indianapolis, Indiana, Edison set his sights on becoming a press -
operator, a highly paid and SN job. Press operators took down
reports from news services and passed them along to newspaper
publishers. Unfortunately, press copy came over the telegraph faster
than he could write it down. Edison thought about this problem,

then devised a solution. He figured that if he could receive the copy

ata slower pace and get experience in writing it down, he could
gradually increase the pace of the copy and thus his speed. So he
devised a machine—considered his first true invention—to help him
practice. Built with a pair of Morse registers, the instrument recorded.
amessage at usual speed and then played it back at a slower speed. (9
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In the early twentieth century, bicycles, automobiles,
and horse-drawn carriages all shared the streets.
Without traffic signals, accidents often happened. When
Garrett Morgan witnessed a bad accident, he decided
to do something about it. In 1923, he invented a traffic
signal with three positions: stop, go, and all-direction
stop. Operated by hand, it was used until the traffic
lights of today were introduced.
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Inventor of Plastic

Leo Hendrik Backeland was a scientist

with an frrepressible desire to invent. His

first successful feat was Velox, a new
kind of photographic paper. Velox was

2 more convenient tool for people in
the photographic industry. Before Velox,
photographers couldn’t develop their

pictures on cloudy days becs

se they
With

clop

needed sunlight for the process
Velo:
pictures indoors with artificial light.

photographers could des
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In the early 19005, Leo Backeland
changed the world by developing
plastic. He invented a device called
the Bakelizer, and used it to develop
the first plastic that held its shape
after it was heated. He called the
plastic Bakelite. Manufacturers

used Bakelite to make pens,
telephones, cameras, radios,

and much more. Leo Backeland
received many prestigious honors,
including the Nichols Medal of

the American Chemical Society.




